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The Juno Beach Centre Adopts an Ambitious 

Sustainable Development Plan 
 
The Juno Beach Centre in Courseulles-sur-Mer is the first museum in Normandy engaged in an 
overarching strategy of decarbonizing and sustainable development. 

 
Origins of the plan, approach and methodology 

 
1/ Situated on the channel coast, the Juno Beach Centre is also on the Seulles river and the harbour 
of Courseulles and is very affected by the consequences of global warming for its own future. 
 
At the museum, the risks of climate disorder on peace and democracy consist in a direct link to 
remembrance and environment. It is our duty to fight for environmental causes, in respect of 
the soldiers from 1944 and the peace that they left us as their legacy. 
 
The museum is conscious of the necessity to take on a transition toward bringing more visitors 
to the site to ensure its perennity and the ways to obtain this objective. 

2/ Following the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 and the 
engagement of France to contribute to the international plan (Paris Accord), the Juno Beach Centre 
is committing to reducing its carbon footprint by 5% yearly until 2050. 

3/ In order not to simply reduce the commitment to gestures and environmentally friendly 
behaviour, but rather to aim for objectives and targets, a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Assessment 
for 2019 was completed (3 scopes, including transportation of visitors). 

This calculation has become the corner stone of the general sustainable development plan of the 
JBC which also includes environmental and social commitments. 

4/ The long-term sustainable development plan of the JBC is anchored in the diagnostics that 
the museum has already performed and new objectives to attain. This plan was distributed 
at the end of August 2020 to institutions, elected officials and partners who could show an interest 
in the museum’s initiative by providing support or joining in the effort. It was also at this time that 
the JBC obtained the support of scientists like Jean Jouzel, French climatologist. 
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Commitment to a durable approach 

 

The sustainable development plan of the museum takes the form of 4 major orientations to engage 
the museum and create a dynamic for systemic change: 

1 / REDUCE THE DIRECT CARBON FOOTPRINT (5% annually) 

Encourage zero cost environmentally friendly behaviours (energy saving; limiting pollution and 
waste…) 
 
Study and put in place measures where costs are incurred and investment is required (energy 
audit, improving the building’s energy efficiency…) 
 
Take up the challenges of visitor travel as nearly 81% of the carbon footprint of the JBC is linked 
to visitor transportation (surveys to identify modes of transportation of visitors; build pre-travel 
partnerships; rent electric vehicles; bike paths...) 
 
2 / PROMOTING A CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 
Privilege the use of existing furniture for temporary exhibitions that may be recycled or reused; 
review the sourcing of local suppliers including the museum’s gift shop… 
 
3 / MAKING A COMMITMENT FOR VISITORS 
 
Guarantee physical and digital access to the museum’s contents; propose contents that have a 
positive impact on the major stakes of society… 
 
4/ MAKING A COMMITMENT FOR EMPLOYEES 
 
Training opportunities; guidance; promote a healthy work environment and the wellness of co-
workers… 

 
Durable projects 

 
Sustainable develop is after all, development. It is for this reason that the renovations and 
extension of the JBC in the light of the 80th anniversary of D-Day in 2024 are being adopted under 
the umbrella of the museum’s sustainable development approach. This will manifest itself in the 
updating of the room on Canada today, the creation of an environmentally friendly food services 
project (snack bar) and the goal of having a low carbon emissions gift shop.  
 
This approach is an opportunity to embed ecological transition into the daily life of the museum 
and the services for the visitors. Such an approach is a showcase or virtuous model for exhibition 
design, food services and sales at the museum and will serve as an example of sustainable tourism 
in Normandy. 
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