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Private George Herman Baker (Service # F56627) 

George Herman Baker was born on August 31, 1923, on a small farm near North 
Brookfield, Queens County, NS, the son of George Merton Baker and Elsie Ellen 
Herman. Their ancestors included Germans and Huguenots from the isle of 
Jersey in the English Channel. They had emigrated to Nova Scotia in the 1700s. 
Baker Road at the south end of town was named after family members who were 
early settlers in this region. Merton was a woodsman who also worked in the 
sawmills. He also served in World War One with the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force (CEF) as a machine gunner and guarded prison camps. Elsie’s family was 
from Lunenburg. 

George Herman Baker was the oldest of their six children with siblings 
Raymond, Jean, Patience, Ralph, and Mary. All were educated in a two-room 
schoolhouse in North Brookfield, and the family attended the North Brookfield 
Baptist Church. George left school at age fourteen after completing grade six. 
Since these were the Depression years, this was common, and he found work as 

a woodsman. 
On April 5, 1943, George enlisted with the Canadian Army at No. 6 District Recruiting Depot in Halifax. 

Basic Training was completed at Camp A14, the Canadian Infantry Training Centre (CITC) at Aldershot, NS. In 
late summer, George was shipped overseas and landed in the UK on September 1. For the first couple of 
months, he trained with the Canadian Infantry Reserve Unit (CIRU), and then on November 12, he was placed 
with the North Shore (NB) Regiment.  

On D-Day (June 6, 1944), George landed in Normandy near Saint Aubin-sur-Mer as a Bren gunner with 
A Company under the command of Maj Archie MacNaughton. A and B Companies were the first units to come 
ashore. At about 8:00 a.m., their landing craft doors opened, and the men poured out under heavy fire. They 
scrambled over barriers and mines and ran for the security of the seawall. A Company now made its way to a 
gap in the seawall. They had already suffered heavy casualties. Using explosives, they blasted a path through 
the bales of barbed wire covering the gap and were into the village and fighting house to house. It was now 
discovered that the houses were protected by mines, and snipers were everywhere. In addition, many of the 
buildings were connected by underground tunnels or trenches, allowing the Germans to escape and reposition 
themselves. But with repeated efforts using grenades and flamethrowers, they cleared the houses and streets. 
The War Diary records that by 11:15 a.m. Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, all Company objectives had 
been achieved, and the North Shore Regiment was in control of Saint Aubin. 

Historian Will Bird wrote that A Company had suffered 29 casualties securing the beach and clearing 
the town. George’s No. 3 Platoon was made up of 37 men. Nine were killed in action and ten were wounded. 
George’s commander, Lt Merle M Keith, was wounded badly on the beach, and Maj MacNaughton was killed 
later that same day at Tailleville.  

On that morning, as men poured out of the landing craft, a camera in the rear of the vessel had 
recorded the D-Day landing. In this rare segment of the film, the backs of A Company soldiers can be seen 
exiting the landing craft. One soldier, Pte George Herman Baker, turned, looked behind him, and instantly 
became the only North Shore face recorded during the landing. George would live his life never knowing about 
this film. 

Following D-Day, the regiment pushed south. In early July, they fought in the deadly battle of Carpiquet 
and a week later cleared snipers and machine guns from pockets in the rubble of the Colombelles steel mills. 

At some point, George was wounded during an unfortunate incident of friendly fire when the Canadians 
were attacked by US bombers. He was never hospitalized, but the wounds left bumps on his left shoulder. He 
pulled slivers of shrapnel from these wounds for years after the war. Based on family information, it is likely 
that his injury occurred during the attack at Cormelles, France on August 8, 1944. Within minutes, 37 NS (NB) 
Regt. soldiers were killed and 78 were wounded. 

In September 1944, the Canadians cleared the Germans from the French ports along the English 
Channel, and George told stories of being able to climb into the barrels of the huge cross-channel guns 
captured near Calais. George also spoke of the brutal month-long battle of the Scheldt in October 1944, where 
the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division earned the nickname “The Water Rats.”  

P.  1 of 2 



 Written by Bruce Morton hbrucemorton@outlook.com  

It took a month to clear the Scheldt river delta and open the much-needed port of Antwerp. The cost 
was 12,873 Allied casualties (killed, wounded or missing). 6,367 were Canadian. Of the original thirty-seven 
men from No. 3 Platoon, 30 were now casualties. 

The Canadians invaded Germany on February 8, 1945, and in April they liberated the Netherlands. 
George spoke of how well the grateful Dutch treated the Canadians.  

The war ended in May 1945, and George returned to Canada the following January. He was 
discharged on March 6, 1946. Back home, George enrolled in a vocational training school in North Sydney, 
where he completed a cabinet-making course. While in school, George met Madge Reid Edmonds. They fell in 
love and were married in Trenton in the spring of 1947. Madge returned with her husband to North Brookfield, 
and George went to work as a woodsman for the local pulp mills. She had previously been married, but both 
her husband and a son, Terry, had died. George and Madge now raised five children, Deanna (Edmonds), 
Georgia, Karen, Robert, Gerrard, and Pamela. In 1959, Madge became ill with tonsillitis and died of anemia 
following surgery at the Halifax V G Hospital. She was 39 years of age. George now struggled to manage his 
young family. Grandparents and neighbours helped, but life was difficult. He never remarried. 

George worked for the Dept. of Highways for a number of years, managing a crew that painted bridges, 
and in later years, he worked for the Dept. of Lands and Forests. When not working, he loved to spend time 
with his dogs, hunting, fishing, gardening, and watching the Toronto Blue Jays. He enjoyed his grandchildren 
and showing them how he could unscramble Rubik’s Cube in ninety seconds. He lived in North Brookfield all of 
his life and rarely spoke of the war. George Herman Baker died on July 23, 2003, at 79 years of age. He is 
buried in the Hillcrest Cemetery in Westfield, NS. The inscription below his name on the gravestone reads 
simply “Lest We Forget.” 

For his service to Canada, Pte George Herman Baker was awarded the following medals: the 1939–45 
Star, France & Germany Star, Defense Medal, War Medal 1939–45, and CVSM with Clasp. George also 
received an award from the government of the Netherlands in gratitude for his contribution to their liberation. 

In 2018, the Royal Canadian Mint decided to use an image from that rare film footage of the D-Day 
landing on a new 2019 silver dollar to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of D-Day. Dr. Marc Milner of the 
University of New Brunswick was contacted with a request to put a name to the face in the film. Dr. Milner put 
together a team with the help of LCol Rénald Dufour, CO NS (NB) Regt. They quickly identified the soldier as 
Pte George Herman Baker of North Brookfield, NS. Brandon Savage, a history teacher from Miramichi, then 
carried out a 411 search of Bakers in the community and found George’s daughter, Karen McLeod. Karen 
viewed the image for the first time in her life and confirmed that the face in the film was her father. 
 

 

 

 

Left: Pte George Herman Baker, NS (NB) Regt., seen prior to disembarking the landing craft on Juno Beach, D-Day, 
June 6, 1944. 

Right: The image of George Herman Baker on the 2019 Canadian silver dollar that commemorates the 75th 
Anniversary of D-Day. 
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