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Sgt Edward Joseph Rigley (Service # G 22845) 

Edward Joseph Rigley was born September 7, 1921, in Chatham, 
Northumberland County, NB, the son of Joseph Lawrence Rigley and Mary 
Bertha (Cripps). Ned, as he was known to all, was one of eight children with 
siblings Hubert, John, Daniel, Jack, Noreen, Frances, and Bertha. Daniel 
and Jack died young and Sgt Hubert Rigley served overseas with the RCAF 
(service # R126027). 

Records show that Ned left school at age sixteen. The legal age for 
leaving school at the time was fourteen. He went to work driving a truck for a 
fellow by the name of Frank Holland who had a lumber business. He did, 
however, return to college and stated that he was a student at the time he 
enlisted.  

Ned enlisted with the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment on 
June 11, 1940. Afterward, he went to visit Father Hickey, a local priest, and 
teacher at St. Thomas College. Hickey was now chaplain for the NS(NB)R. 
In his book, The Scarlet Dawn, Hickey recalls how young Ned looked, still 
like a boy despite the uniform. His mother had sent him with a request that 
Ned serve as Hickey’s batman (personal assistant). She had hoped that this 

would keep Ned out of harm’s way. Hickey approved the request and Ned spent the following year training at 
Chatham and Sussex. 

When not training Ned loved to play baseball and was soon playing left field for the NS(NB)R team that 
formed part of the Canadian Army League. Father Hickey who was the coach wrote; "Many a soldier canceled his 
week-end leave just to stay and see the ball game." The other team members were Jim Morell, Bill Harvey, Jack 
Rioux, Hazen Archer, Jim Daley, Ya Russell, Willie Jardine, Dina Craig, Harold Daley, Mac Barry, Rupert Clancy, 
and George Cripps.  

In late 1940, married personnel were given leave at Christmas and single personnel at New Years. On 
January 17th, these single soldiers, including Pte Ned Rigley. were returning via a CNR train traveling from 
Campbellton to Sussex. The train was late, and while waiting, soldiers were supplied generously with drinks from 
friends and family. When the train arrived, lighting, water, and other services were not functioning. Complaints 
resulted in the confiscation of all liquor by the officers. A conductor then stated that an unlit train was good enough 
for this bunch and added that washrooms were only for officers. These proud and capable men who had 
volunteered to fight for their country would not be put down. Arguments turned into fights, then into a brawl and all 
control was lost. By the time the train reached the Rogersville Station, all of the windows had been smashed out of 
one of the cars. This was soon followed by the removal and ejection of many of the seats and the toilets. The train 
became known as the North Shore Cannonball and the episode resulted in a court-martial and heavy fines for all 
personnel convicted. The story is told in the poem, The North Shore Cannonball written by Arthur Shannon. 
Unfortunately, Ned was in one of the rail cars. His pay of $1.50/day was put on hold to pay for damages. 

In July 1941, the regiment sailed for the UK on the SS Duchess of York. Onboard, the lower decks were 
very crowded with hammocks everywhere, almost touching each other. You almost had to be on your hands and 
knees to get around. The first close up sights of England were made sailing up the Mersey River to Liverpool. The 
docks, warehouses, and ships had been the target of numerous German air raids and destruction was everywhere. 
The warehouses were reduced to piles of twisted steel and rubble and the shores were lined with the bombed-out 
hulls of partially submerged ships. 

 The regiment was first sent to Aldershot. The barracks were described as ancient, cold, and damp with an 
atmosphere as bleak as the Depression labour camps and the food was horrid. The only sources of heat were tiny 
open fireplaces for which there was frequently no coal, and no fires were permitted during the day. The regiment 
now spent almost three years rehearsing beach landings throughout England and Scotland In July 1942 Ned was 
promoted to the rank of Corporal. 

Baseball remained very popular. During the summer of 1942, the NS(NB)R team won steadily playing teams 
from the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Divisions. A challenge was then received from the Seaforth Highlanders from 
Westminster BC to play for the championship of the Canadian Army. On game day the Highlanders entered the field 
with splashy new white uniforms and 5000 fans to back up their efforts. By comparison, the NS(NB)R team was 
described as a motley group of ragamuffins each with a different sweater. But when it came time to play, the 
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NS(NB)R hit the ball hard and often and made no errors. They fielded exceptionally well and struck out the BC 
sluggers. Time and again the Highlanders put men on bases but failed to score. The NS(NB)R won the 
championship eight to six and the spectators roared with approval. 

Within a few months of the Normandy landing, more than half of those 1942 Canadian Army Baseball 
Champions would become fatal casualties. In the summer of 1943, Ned was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. 

When not training or playing baseball Ned found time to meet a Scottish girl by the name of Helen Gifford 
Campbell. Records show her address as 3 Summer Place, Edinburgh. After a time, Ned and Helen wanted to get 
married but they needed the approval of the army to do so. This was obtained by February 29, 1944, and they were 
married on March 8 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Broughton Street, Edinburgh. 

On D-Day (June 6, 1944) Sgt Rigley landed in Normandy near the village of Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer with A 
Company under the command of Major Archie MacNaughton. A and B Companies were the first units to come 
ashore.  At about 8 a.m. their landing craft doors opened and the men poured out under heavy fire. They scrambled 
over barriers and mines and ran for the security of the seawall. A Company now made its way to a gap in the wall. 
They had already suffered heavy casualties. Using explosives, they blasted a path through the bales of barbed wire 
covering the gap and were into the village and fighting house to house. It was now discovered that the houses were 
protected with mines and booby traps and snipers were everywhere. In addition, many of the buildings were 
connected by underground tunnels or trenches allowing the Germans to escape and reposition themselves. But with 
repeated efforts using grenades and flamethrowers, they cleared the houses and the streets. The War Diary records 
that by 11:15 a.m., Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, all Company objectives had been achieved, and the 
NS(NB)R was in control of Saint-Aubin. Historian Will Bird wrote that A Company had suffered twenty-nine 
casualties securing the beach and clearing the town. 

Among the fatal casualties was Sgt Edward Joseph Rigley. He was twenty-two years of age. Records show 
that Sgt. Rigley was wounded that morning and died later that day from his wounds. Rev. Hickey wrote; “my first 
batman, a lad who grew up to be one of the…. finest soldiers in the regiment, who climbed the ranks the hard way, 
and was ready for an officer’s commission when his fine young life was cut short on the sands of Saint-Aubin.” That 
same afternoon Major MacNaughton was killed in the village of Tailleville. 

For his service to Canada Sgt Edward Joseph Rigley was awarded the following medals;1939-45 Star, 
France & Germany Star, Defense Medal, War Medal 1939 -1945, and Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with 
Clasp. Sgt Edward Joseph Rigley is buried in Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in France. Plot I. B. 5. His 
name is also engraved on one of the North Shore (NB) Regiment monuments that stand along the seawall in Saint-
Aubin-sur-Mer. Documents show that his wife Helen Rigley (Campbell) moved to Chatham NB after the war.  
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