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Pte. Randolph Pitre (Service # G52076) 
 

Randolph Pitre was born July 11, 1924 on a farm near Bathurst, Gloucester 
County, NB, the son of Joseph Pitre and Josephine (Watson). He had six 
siblings; Albert, Leo, Frank, Joseph, Brigit, and Theresa. When Randolph was 
five years of age his father died. A couple of years later, his mother remarried 
and moved the family to Elsipogtog First Nation (Big Cove Reserve) in Kent 
County. Randolph grew up in a First Nation Catholic family and learned to speak 
Mi’kmaq as well at French and English. At age eleven, He left school. These 
were the Depression years and this was not uncommon. During the following 
years, he worked primarily for his stepfather, Isaac Clemens in the lumber 
business. 

On July 6, 1941, Randolph enlisted with the Canadian Active Service 
Force in Richibucto. He altered his birthdate on registration and now still sixteen, 
he was in the army. Shortly after enlistment, Randolph was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis. He was declared unfit for military service and was discharged on 
July 25. Records show a second enlistment document dated August 26, 1941, at 
Newcastle. A second medical exam, concluded that there was no evidence of 
tuberculosis. His fitness was recorded as Category A-1 and he was considered 

healthy. Randolph trained at Camp No. 71 at Edmundston and camp No. A14 at Aldershot NS. Health problems 
resurfaced, however, and the next year was spent in treatment as well as training. Basic training and advanced 
training were completed in 1942.  

Randolph was sent overseas to the United Kingdom in August 1943. He trained briefly with the Canadian 
Infantry Reinforcement Unit (CIRU) and in October was assigned to the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment 
and placed with D Company. 
    In the early months of 1944, the training became more intense. In the cold of February and March, they 
would march for ten or fifteen days straight. The days were long and dinner could be in a barnyard at 9 p.m. 
followed by a call to “march on” into the night. 

    Frequently the march would end at some port on the English Channel and then they would board a 
boat that held the entire regiment. After traveling a short distance along the coast, the men rehearsed climbing down 
rope ladders into smaller landing craft that held 30 soldiers. The small boats sped to the beach and then had to be 
emptied in 40 seconds. The soldiers then had to penetrate barriers of barbed wire and then scale a concrete wall. 
They were assisted by the engineers who used Bangalores (long pipes filled with explosives) to clear the barbed 
wire. They would then use other explosives to blow the wall. This was all done in the midst of a smokescreen with 
live shells flying overhead to duplicate a real invasion. Some of the men were injured during this training and 
occasionally some were killed. 

    In April the regiment moved to the Chilworth South Camp, east of Aldershot. Tighter security and 
censorship were instituted, all phone calls were monitored, and telegrams could only be sent through army 
channels. In the latter part of the month, almost all leave was suspended. The entire south of England became a 
restricted zone and everyone sensed that something big was happening.  

Suddenly the NS(NB)R was getting a lot of attention, including an inspection by King George VI and a few 
days later by British Field Marshall Bernard Montgomery. This was followed on May 13 with an inspection by 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander of all Allied troops. The 3rd Division which included the NS(NB)R was 
then notified that they would be part of the first wave of an invasion. 
    Ross Munro, the well-known war correspondent for the Canadian Press, wrote that the rest of the Canadian 
army now viewed the 3rd Division with awe. Many now referred to them as the “death or glory boys” and Division 
estimated their losses on the beach at 50%. Nothing was now denied them. Guns, vehicles, and supplies flowed 
quickly. 

On May 26, the North Shore began three days of training focused on the invasion. A briefing hut included a 
large-scale model of a beach in the center of the floor. The walls were covered with both aerial and sea level 
photographs and maps with locations renamed using designations such as Montreal and Halifax. Every man was to 
commit to memory the details of photos of a small town with a seawall, behind which stood a row of shops and 
houses and key landmarks such as the church and the water tower. The steel mobility blockades and rolls of barbed 
wire on the beach were also clearly visible. The real name and location of the town were still kept secret. 

Upon landing, the rehearsed plan had A Company move to the right. capture buildings and establish a 
defensive position to the southwest of the village. B Company would turn to the left and attack a German artillery 
strongpoint that was firing on the beach and landing craft. C Company was to follow and then push through A 
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Company and establish a defensive position around the church to the south. D Company was to follow and push 
through B Company and capture the railway station to the southeast.  

Late in the morning of Saturday, June 3, 1944 the men of the North Shore (NB) Regiment, loaded onto the 
Brigadier at Southampton. This was the same boat they had rehearsed on. Despite delays due to bad weather the 
Brigadier left port on June 5 and joined an armada of 7000 vessels advancing towards beaches of Normandy. New 
maps were unfurled that now showed the real name of their destination as Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer. At about 7 am, on 
June 6, and eight to ten miles from the beach, landing craft (LCA’s) carrying 30 men each were lowered from the 
Brigadier. As they moved closer the memorized landmarks of Saint Aubin came into view. 

Pte Randolph Pitre landed on a beach to the west of Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer with D Company under the 
command of Major Ernie Anderson. As rehearsed, D Company followed behind B Company. Their landing craft 
doors opened and the men poured out under heavy machine gun fire. They scrambled over barriers, mines and 
boobytraps and ran for the security of the seawall. Explosives were then planted and ignited to blow exits through 
the rolls of barbed wire and barricades. B and D Companies then pushed into the town. Despite snipers, mines, and 
machine guns, D Company made its way to the back of the town and captured the railway station. They now began 
the task of clearing houses and streets with grenades and flamethrowers. The War Diary records that by 11:15 a.m., 
the German defenses had been eliminated, Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, and the NS(NB)R was in control 
of Saint Aubin.  

Historian Marc Milner wrote that with many fluently bilingual New Brunswickers around, communication with 
the French civilians was easy. The elderly and teenagers poured out of the buildings weeping and declaring the 
Canadians their liberators. Major Anderson was deeply moved by their efforts to tend to the Canadian wounded and 
put out fires. The cost to the North Shore (NB) Regiment on D-Day was 34 dead and 90 wounded.  

Included in the fatal casualties was Pte Randolph Pitre. He was nineteen years of age. Records indicate that 
he was killed on the beach. 

For his service to Canada, Pte Randolph Pitre was awarded the following medals. 1939-45 Star, France & 
Germany Star, the Defense Medal, the War Medal 1939 -1945 and Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp. 
Pte Randolph Pitre is buried in Beny-Sur- Mer Canadian War Cemetery in France, Plot V. A. 5. His name is also 
engraved on one of the North Shore (NB)Regiment monuments that stand along the seawall in Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer. 
 
 
 
 
  

Right: Monument to the 
Elsipogtog First Nation men who 
served in Canada’s armed forces. 
 
Below: D-Day Monument at  
Place du Canada, 
Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer, Normandy, 
France 
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