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Pte Harold Thomas Lewis (Service # G32609) 

Harold Thomas Lewis and his twin brother Arnold were born January 12, 
1919, near Port Lorne, Annapolis County, NS, the sons of Amos Boswell 
Lewis and Linnie (Sabean). Amos was a seaman and farmer and the family 
attended the Baptist Church. Harold was one of ten children. His Brother 
Raymond served with the Canadian Army in WWI. Records show that 
Harold left school at age fourteen and worked for the next seven years as a 
fisherman. On January 5, 1938, he married Elsie May Sabean, and later 
that same year Harold’s father died.  

In September 1939, Canada entered the war with Germany, and on 
July 10, 1940, Harold enlisted with the Saint John Fusiliers (Machine Gun) 
Regiment in Saint John. Basic training was completed at Saint John and, 
afterward, he was assigned the rank of gunner and placed with the 4th 
Battery, Royal Canadian Artillery. Harold assigned $23/mo. of his pay to be 
sent home to Elsie. In July of 1943, Harold was sent overseas. In the 
United Kingdom he was transferred to the Canadian Infantry Reserve Unit 
(CIRU) and a month later placed with the North Shore (New Brunswick) 
Regiment. The regiment spent the next ten months in intensive physical 
training and rehearsing beach landings throughout England and Scotland.  

On D-Day (June 6, 1944), Harold landed in Normandy near the 
village of Saint Aubin-sur-Mer with B Company under the command of 
Major Bob Forbes. A and B Companies were the first units to come ashore. 

At about 8 a.m. their landing craft doors opened and the men poured out under heavy fire from artillery, mortars and 
machine guns. They scrambled over barriers, mines, and booby-traps and ran for the security of the seawall. 

For B Company, there were few casualties during the dash across the beach. Most made it to the wall but they 
now stalled and soon D Company was coming in behind them. Using explosives and wire cutters, B Company cut a 
path into the village. They now pushed into the streets with orders to eliminate a large strong point that included two 
75 mm guns, 50 mm guns, as well as mortars and machine guns. All were firing on the beach and the landing craft. 
The gun positions and some of the houses were connected by a network of tunnels and the Germans could easily 
relocate men to strengthen a position under attack. For this reason, some positions were captured and then lost 
again. Snipers were also deadly and using the tunnels, they kept moving to different positions. Tanks and mortars 
destroyed the two 75 mm guns but progress against the other guns was slow. To eliminate the final gun a building 
was demolished to create a clear field of fire. Anti-tank guns then finished the job and the strongpoint was 
silent. The War Diary records that by 11:15 a.m., Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, all Company objectives had 
been achieved, and the NS(NB)R was in control of Saint Aubin. 

Records show that B Company suffered thirty-six casualties on D-Day. Eight were fatal. Pte Harold Lewis was 
killed in action on the beach. He was twenty-five years of age.  

For his service to Canada, Pte Harold Thomas Lewis was awarded the following medals; the 1939-45 Star, 
France & Germany Star, Defense Medal, War Medal 1939-45, and Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp.  

Pte Harold Thomas Lewis is buried in Beny-Sur- Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France, Plot 1. D. 
4. His name is also engraved on one of the North Shore (NB) Regiment monuments that stand along the seawall in 
Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer. 
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