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Sgt Bruce Franklin Elliott (Service # G19083) 

Bruce Franklin Elliott was born March 6, 1918, on a farm near 
Florenceville, Carleton County, NB, the son of George Burton Elliott and 
Emily Elizabeth (Murray). Bruce was the oldest of four children and the 
family attended the Baptist church.  

After completing two years of high school Bruce left school. Records 
show that he worked on the farm and spent three years driving a truck for 
Colbath & Henderson a fertilizer company in Maine. In April 1938 Bruce 
married Marjorie Knowles Golding.  

Canada entered the war with Germany on September 10, 1939, and 
two days later Bruce enlisted with the Carleton & York Regiment at 
Woodstock. The following winter and spring were spent training with the 
regiment at Woodstock. During this time a daughter Joanne was born but 
his wife Marjorie died afterward in January 1940. Joanne went to live with 
her grandparents and in June 1940 Bruce was transferred to Camp A14 in 
Aldershot NS. Bruce was promoted to the rank of Corporal in October 1941 
and Sergeant in February 1943. While in Aldershot Bruce met a woman by 
the name of Alfreda Marie Keddy and they were married on February 28, 
1942. In May 1943 Bruce was shipped overseas and later that same month 
news came that a daughter Dianne Marie Elliott was born in Kentville NS 

In the United Kingdom, Bruce initially trained with the Canadian 
Infantry Reserve Unit, and then in October, he was placed with the North Shore (New Brunswick) 
Regiment. The following winter and spring were spent in intensive physical training and rehearsing beach 
landings in England and Scotland. 

On D-Day (June 6, 1944), Bruce landed in Normandy near the village of Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer with C 
Company under the command of Major Ralph Daughney. Upon landing, C Company was to follow and 
pass through A Company, then capture the church, and buildings in the southwest of the village.  

A and B Companies were the first units to come ashore. At about 8 a.m. their landing craft doors 
opened and the men poured out under heavy fire from artillery, mortars, and machine guns. They 
scrambled over barriers, mines, and ran for the security of the seawall.  

C Company came ashore a few minutes afterward and crossed the beach as planned. With wire 
cutters, they eliminated barriers and were now into the village. At this point, they reassembled with Maj 
Daughney and proceeded south to Église Saint Aubin. By 8:45 a.m. they had established a defensive 
position on the regiment’s southwestern flank and began clearing the streets and houses. The War Diary 
records that by 11:15 a.m. Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, all Company objectives had been 
achieved, and the NS (NB) Regt. was in control of Saint Aubin. 

Historian Will Bird, p. 226, mentions Sgt Bruce Elliott. "His boat ran in so as to give his platoon an 
almost dry landing but it was under terrific machine-gun fire." As they raced for the seawall Sgt Bruce 
Elliott was wounded and died later that same day. 

The NS(NB)R now pushed south to capture the village of Tailleville and a German command center 
that was controlling artillery fire on the beach. C Company led the attack. This advance inland cost the 
regiment fifty casualties and it was 9 p.m. when they finally had control of Tailleville.  

For his service to Canada, Sgt Bruce Franklin Elliott was awarded the following medals; the 1939-45 
Star, France & Germany Star, Defense Medal, War Medal 1939-45, and Canadian Volunteer Service 
Medal with Clasp. 

Sgt Bruce Franklin Elliott is buried in Beny-Sur- Mer Canadian War Cemetery in France, Plot I. D. 
16. His name is also engraved on one of the North Shore Regiment monuments that stand along the 
seawall in St. Aubin-sur-Mer. 
 

 


