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Pte Joseph Aldie Doucet (Service # G23445) 

Joseph (Aldie) Doucet was born May 29, 1922, on a farm near Petit 
Rocher, Gloucester County, NB, the son of Wilfred Joseph Doucet 
and Beatrice (Bertin). The family was of Acadian descent and Aldie 
was one of seven children. His brother Freddy served with the 
Canadian Forces in Italy. At age fifteen Aldie left school. Records 
show that he worked on the farm during the summer months and in 
the logging business during the winter.  

Canada entered the war with Germany on Sept 10, 1939, when 
Aldie was seventeen. Two years later on July 24, 1941, Aldie enlisted 
at the No. 7A North Shore (NB) Regiment Recruiting Depot at 
Newcastle. August and September were spent training at Camp No. 
70 near Fredericton and afterward at Camp A14 at Aldershot NS. In 
the army, he was earning $1.30/day. In December 1941 Aldie was 
shipped overseas and placed with the Canadian Infantry Reserve 
Unit (CIRU). Once in the UK, his pay was increased to $1.50/day and 
he assigned $25/mo. to be sent home to his family. The following July 
he was transferred to the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment 
and the next two years were spent in intensive physical training and 

rehearsing beach landings throughout England and Scotland. 
On D-Day, Pte Doucet landed in Normandy near the village of Saint Aubin-sur-Mer with C 

Company under the command of Major Ralph Daughney. Upon landing, C Company was to follow 
and pass through A Company, then push southeast to the to the church, Église Saint Aubin.  

A and B Companies were the first units to come ashore. At about 8 a.m. their landing craft doors 
opened and the men poured out under heavy fire from artillery, mortars and machine guns. They 
scrambled over barriers and mines and ran for the security of the seawall. 

C Company came ashore a few minutes afterward and crossed the beach as planned. With wire 
cutters, they eliminated barriers and were now into the village. At this point, they reassembled with 
Major Daughney and proceeded towards the church. By 8:45 a.m. they had established a defensive 
position on the regiment’s southeastern flank and began clearing the streets and houses. The War 
Diary records that by 11:15 a.m. Hitler’s Atlantic Wall had been broken, all Company objectives had 
been achieved, and the NS (NB) Regt. was in control of Saint Aubin. C Company now occupied a 
farm adjacent to the road leading south to Tailleville. 

In the early afternoon of June 6, the North Shore advanced south to capture the village of 
Tailleville and a German command center that was controlling artillery fire on the beach. C Company 
led the attack. It was 9 p.m. when they finally had control of Tailleville. For the North Shore (NB) 
Regiment, D-Day was over. The cost was 124 casualties including thirty-four killed in action. 

Records indicate the Pte Joseph Aldie Doucet was killed during the fighting in Saint Aubin. He 
was 22 years of age. A few days after hearing of Aldie’s death, his mother, who was now an invalid, 
also passed away. 

For his service to Canada, Pte Joseph Aldie Doucet was awarded the following medals; the 
1939-45 Star, France & Germany Star, Defense Medal, War Medal 1939-45, and Canadian Volunteer 
Service Medal with Clasp. 

 Pte Joseph Aldie Doucet is buried in Beny-Sur- Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, 
France, Plot V. A. 4. His name is also engraved on one of the North Shore Regiment monuments that 
stand along the seawall in Saint Aubin-sur-Mer. In 1948 Wilfred Doucet received a letter from the 
Government of Canada stating that a French family had volunteered to look after the grave of his son. 
 

 


