
Good afternoon everyone. 

 

As a result of that fateful day June 6th 1944 when our couragous Canadian soldiers 

stormed Juno beach, I, along with my 2 young daughters in 2016 were able to walk in 

freedom. We were incredibly moved by the Juno Beach experience. 

 

Although my daughters were quite young when we visited,  

the Juno Beach Centre was able to connect my 3 and 6 year old girls to a part of history 

that I can say, I, at the time,  knew very little about. 

 

When we returned home to Canada, we purchased a puppy for our family, and it was my 

children who insisted we name him Juno.  It was at that time I decided to dedicate my free 

time to helping promote the Juno Beach Centre and its values to youth in my community.   

As a result, last Friday, a bridge in Ottawa the capital of Canada was formally renamed the 

Juno Beach Memorial Bridge. I would like to thank my city councillor Glen Gower and His 

Worship Jim Watson our Mayor of Ottawa for their collaboration. 

 

Duplicating the Flags to Beny initiative in 2016,  this year I distributed flags to students at 

schools in the Ottawa area in order to encourage them to experience the same personal 

connection I felt distributing the flags.  Students were asked to write personal messages to 

the fallen soldiers on these flags knowing that they would be sent to the JunoBeach Centre 

to be placed on the graves of our fallen soldiers  in Beny Sur Mer.  

 

So today, I have with me, 2048 signed Canadian flags that need to be placed on the 

soldier's gravesites.  Following this ceremony, I invite you to come and take a flag and join 

us as we make our way to Beny Sur Mer to ensure these messages are delivered. The 

students' mission will be accomplished as they are placed on the soldiers gravesites.  

 

I thank you all for visiting the Juno Beach Centre and allowing me to share my story with 

you today. A big thank you to the Juno Beach Centre for your museum has changed many 

lives.  Thank you Mr. Frederic Pouille Regional councilor and mayor of Courseulles-sur Mer 

and most of all our Canadian Soldiers and allies who fought for our freedom so that we are 

all able to stand here together today.  

 


