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Juno75 is underway at the Juno Beach Centre 

 
Temporary exhibition coming March 2019 

Great Women During the War 1939-1945 
 

 

An exhibition developed by the Canadian War Museum, in partnership with 

the Juno Beach Centre. 

During the Second World War, women experienced anguish, fear, worry, mourning, as 
well as hope.  
 
They contributed to the war effort, worked, mobilized their energy and their skills to 
seize new opportunities, and successfully fulfilled new responsibilities, often receiving 
little recognition in return.  
 
They paved the way for profound social change.  
 
This exhibition pays tribute to some of these women, Canadian and European, in 
recognition of their bravery and their humility. 
 
An exhibition developed by the Canadian War Museum in partnership with the Juno Beach 

Centre. 
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The exhibition presents the stories of 16 women in four thematic zones. 

1/ Making a Difference examines how, through unpaid labour, women contributed 
to their countries’ war efforts, undermined the enemy, and ensured the survival of 
their friends and family. 
 
Stories featured in this zone: 
 

- Help From Away: Though far from the action, Canadian women like Mary 
Ziniuk volunteered in support of the Allied war effort.  

 

- Resisting Oppression: Moral conviction led many women in Europe, like 
Louise Boitard and Oda Schottmueller, to take enormous risks to oppose 
the Nazis. 

 

- A New Life in Canada: War brides like Nell (Greefkes) Ringguth and 
Jeanne (Marchais) Pfannmuller left the ruins of Europe and built new lives 
in Canada. 

 
2/ Uniformed Service shows that women in Allied countries pushed hard for 
inclusion in the military. To free up every available serviceman for combat duty, 
many countries created service branches for women, who worked in non-combat 
roles.  
 
Stories featured in this zone: 
 

- Close to the Action: The duties of military nurses like Mary Adelaide 
Cooney sometimes brought them dangerously close to the action. 

 

- Painting the Everyday: Official war artist Molly Lamb Bobak’s paintings 
provide a revealing picture of the everyday experiences of Canadian 
servicewomen. 

 

- Risk and Adventure: While most servicewomen were charged with routine 
tasks, some, like Sonya (Butt) D’Artois and Joan Bamford Fletcher, had 
truly exceptional experiences. 

 
3/ A Civilian Workforce looks at how the war shaped women’s paid work. In some 
countries, it meant new opportunities, and in others, new restrictions. 
 
Stories featured in this zone: 
 

- Work and Family: For women like Lorida (Landry) Langlois, marital 
status and family obligations affected the ability to work outside the home. 
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- Working Through War: With war at their doorsteps, European women like 
Rose Smethers and Madeleine Verly saw their work lives disrupted. 

 

- Feeding the Allies: Canadian girls and women, like Inge Oswald, worked 
on farms to help feed troops and civilians in Canada and Europe. 

 

4/ Worry and Loss shows how most women’s lives were touched by the Second 
World War. Women worried about loved ones in danger, and some faced danger 
themselves.  
 
Stories featured in this zone: 
 

- Love Lost: Betty Butcher was among the many women who mourned the 
deaths of friends and family during the War. 

 

- Mourning Across an Ocean: The death of a loved one in a distant land left 
tens of thousands of Canadian women like Alta Wilkinson struggling with 
their grief. 

 

- Worry Under Occupation: For women like Marianne Golz-Goldlust, living 
under Nazi rule, and fear of deportation, imprisonment and death, were part 
of daily life. 

 

List of Women (by Country): 

Canada 
Mary Ziniuk 
Mary Adelaide Cooney 
Molly Lamb Bobak 
Joan Bamford Fletcher 
Lorida (Landry) Langlois 
Inge Oswald 
Betty Butcher 
Alta Wilkinson 
 

Great Britain 
Sonya (Butt) D’Artois 
Rose Smethers 
 
The Netherlands 
Nell (Greefkes) Ringguth 
 
Germany 
Oda Schottmueller 
 

France 
Louise Boitard 
Jeanne (Marchais) Pfannmuller 
Madeleine Verly 

Austria 
Marianne Golz-Goldlust 

 

 
 
 
Temporary exhibition Room. Visit included in the museum rate. Visit of the temporary exhibition only: 3 € 
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New youth circuit to discover as a family or as a class 

Explore Juno as a family / Explore Juno as a class 
 

“This is my first time here. I often don’t like museums that deal with war but for once, 

I loved it!” Titi, age 14. Excerpt from the JBC’s Visitor Book, November 2017 

For the past 15 years, the Juno Beach Centre has resolutely focused on encouraging 

a younger generation to remember. An integrated youth circuit, designed for young 

people visiting with their families and with school groups, provides a human and 

historical approach to understanding the role that Canada played during the Second 

World War.  

Beginning in February 2019, Peter and Madeleine, the two virtual characters that guide 

visitors aged 7 to 12 throughout the Juno Beach Centre, will be replaced by a 

redesigned and modernized circuit, offering a completely new experience for families. 

With new interactive modules, including a digital app on tactile screens, the museum 

will be further adapted to a young audience.  

For primary and secondary school groups, two new digital apps will enable teachers 

and students to take part in a visit led by a Canadian guide, before concluding around 

a giant tactile tablet where they will discuss current topics related to Canada today. 

Objective: A youth circuit and educational programs that provide young visitors with a 

rich and meaningful learning experience.  
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