
Context for May 8 VE Day Ceremony 

After the Battle of Normandy during the summer of 1944, the First Canadian Army 

was tasked with liberating the ports of la Manche, along the French coast. The 

Canadians reached Belgium in September 1944. Being the left flank of the Allied 

Expeditionary Force, it was inevitable that the Canadians would be in a position to 

liberate the Netherlands before the final push into Germany. The First Canadian 

Army was on the front line of an arduous combat to push the Germans back from the 

banks of the Scheldt and reopen the maritime passage that would enable delivery of 

vital provisions.  

The liberation of the Netherlands would take almost nine months. It would be a key 

step in the liberation of the North-West of Europe that would bring an end to the 

war, and the Dutch were among those who participated. Under the leadership of 

Canadian Generals Crerar and Simonds, the Dutch fought alongside the First 

Canadian Army. Often, information provided by Dutch soldiers in the resistance 

helped Canadian soldiers succeed in advancing. 

The First Canadian Army sustained 11,695 deaths for the liberation of Northwest 

Europe. Between September 1944 and May 1945, more than 7,600 Canadian 

soldiers, sailors, and airmen died fighting in the Netherlands. 

For Dutch civilians, the war had brought on a multitude of acute problems including 

total destruction, malnutrition, starvation, and thousands of refugees. During the war 

years, members of the Dutch royal family found refuge in Canada. The day that the 

princess Margriet was born in 1943 in Ottawa, the Dutch flag flew symbolically atop 

the Canadian Parliament, the only foreign flag to ever fly on the Peace Tower. The 

Dutch remember Canadians as liberators and saviours who rescued millions from 

sickness and hunger in 1945.   

These ties strengthened as a result of Dutch immigration to Canada. Over the course 

of the Second World War, 1,866 Dutch women married Canadian servicemen. 

Between 1942 and 1948, these War Brides and their 428 children left the 

Netherlands and journeyed to Canada. By 2006, more than one million Canadians 

claimed full or partial Dutch ancestry.  

Every year on May 8 when we commemorate the victory in Europe, we remember 

the men and women in uniform who fought for peace, the civilians who survived 

inhumane conditions, and all those who lost their lives. Today, the friendship 

between Dutch and Canadian peoples that was forged during a time of war 

maintains a tangible connection, as thousands of Canadians of Dutch origin enrich 

the multicultural society of the country in the 21st century.  

 


