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TELLING CANADIAN 
MILITARY STORIES  
How should we remember those who fought for Canada? 

Introduction 
This educator’s guide should help to inform your preparation and instruction of the Telling Canadian 
Military Stories project. If you have further questions please feel free to contact: jbca@junobeach.org  
 
The Telling Canadian Military Stories  project puts student inquiry at its core. This inquiry process is 
organic and flexible to the discoveries and ideas of those who are conducting the investigation. This 
project has had much success focusing on student activities in Grade 10 through a guided inquiry 
where the teacher plays a pivotal role in the process and progress of an investigation. Good inquiry 
engages students in experiential and authentic learning that both challenges and enhances learning 
and student achievement. In this inquiry, each student makes connections between themselves and 
“their soldier”; this lasting relationship has proven the impact of student learning from this project.   
 

The Telling Canadian Military Stories Model 
Telling Canadian Military Stories Model, also referred to as cenotaph research, provides students an 
opportunity to conduct primary source research. This model is based off of Blake Seward’s Lest We 
Forget model. Seward realized that soldier research connects students more personally to history and 
truly makes history come alive in the classroom. Click more information.  
 

Learning Outcomes 
• Gather & Organize Evidence from Primary Sources 
• Analyze & Interpret Evidence to Generate Research Questions  
• Conduct Research Collaboratively to add more depth of understanding  
• Communicate their learning in a Student-Teacher Conference  
• Plan and Execute a Memorial to their assigned Second World War soldier  

 

Getting Started with Soldier Files:  
1. Building a Files Collection  

Generate a list of files for student access via Library and Archives Canada (LAC) databases. LAC 
is in the process of digitizing service files, so some will be accessible in PDF format via 
hyperlink. The remainder of the files can be accessed digitally via Ancestry.ca.  

 
Using the LAC`s database Service Files of the Second World War – War Dead 1939-1947  you 
can search for soldiers by name, rank, unit, place of birth etc. If you wish to narrow your search 
to only retrieve results with digitized files make sure to select “Yes” in “Digitized Files” selection 
box (Pictured below).   
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Things to Consider when Selecting Files:  

• You can also select soldiers listed on the Juno Beach Centre Tributes page. These 
completed commemorations and soldier research profiles can later be uploaded onto this 
site as a permanent online memorial. See Appendix 4 for more information.   

• For more clarification regarding the Military Service File see Appendix 5 
• In order to develop a rich, diverse file collection for students to use, it may be necessary to 

limit a file search by a particular geographic region, ethnic background, military 
campaign, or gender. The LAC databases advanced search limiters do not necessarily 
allow for this type of searching. Therefore, an intermediary step is needed to find files. 
For example, for a record of Jewish casualties, the Canadian Jewish Congress Charities 
Committee National Archive site is excellent. For Aboriginal fallen soldiers, the Veteran’s 
Affairs Canada site lists a selection of names.   

 
2. Organizing Your Collection  

A key part of keeping your collection usable is organization. Creating a portfolio on your soldier 
is essential. See Appendix 2 for tracking your sources and keeping your information organized. 

 
3. Supplementing the Files 

i. Consult Appendix 1 for a list of additional resources  
 
ii. Regimental Diaries are very useful in providing context around a soldier’s movements during his 
service. Currently, many can be found on the regimental websites.  
 
iii. Often, the most difficult piece of the file to decipher is the Record of Service. It uses many 
abbreviations, acronyms and can be frustrating for students. Additionally, many students need a visual 
organizer of the Organization of the Canadian Army in the Second World War. This Google 
presentation addresses both of those issues: http://bit.ly/1HXK5GC  

iv. The Library and Archives Canada “Lest We Forget” page provides links to many important student 
resources such as the Canadian Virtual War Memorial, the Commonwealth Graves Commission and 
Military Abbreviations used in Service Files. 
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Questions to Consider: Using Historical Thinking  
The Historical Thinking Project is comprised of six major concepts; historical significance, cause and 
consequence, the ethical dimension, primary source evidence, change and continuity, and historical 
perspectives. These concepts are used to help students and teachers think critically about the 
information that they are gathering. Below is a list of questions to consider when conducting the 
Telling Canadian Military Stories project, they are organized by historical thinking concept. Click for 
more information.  
 

1. Establish Historical Significance 
• How does your soldier fit within larger the historical trends and stories around the Second 

World War?  
 
2. Use Primary Source Evidence 

• What is this document and why was it produced?  
o How could its form influence what content was included or excluded? 
o Some of your findings might include an attestation paper (similar to a registration 

for the military), or a telegram sent to the family at the time of death. What are these 
documents and why were they produced and included in the Military Service File?  

• Why do some documents present different information and details, for example, the day, place 
or circumstances of death? How can I verify the evidence?  

• Consider that many servicemen lied about their age or got married after they signed up 
for war  

 
3. Understand Ethical Dimensions of History 
• How do you remember a death respectfully? 

• Many servicemen died of illness or accidents during training, sometimes before leaving 
Canada to go overseas. Others may have had disciplinary actions taken against them 
during their service. Writing honestly and respectfully is essential, especially if the final 
product is going to be accessible to the public, and possibly relatives or friends of the 
deceased.  

 
4. Historical Perspective-Taking  
• Why would someone sign up for war? 

• Consider the reasons men and women may have had for enlisting in the military. Look 
for clues as previous occupation, age, world events or social status.  
 

5. Identify Continuity and Change  
• What was the service person`s world like? How is it similar or different from yours? 

 
6. Analyze Cause and Consequence 
• Track your soldiers movements what were some of the circumstances of these movements and 

what happened after?  
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Project Synopsis  
 (including inquiry Steps, Student Tasks, Instructional Hints, Assessment, and Resources)  
 
Inquiry Phase & 
Duration  

Task Instruction Assessment Resources  

Teacher 
Preparation 

• Use the Library and 
Archives Canada 
website to research 
and submit requests 
for soldier files for 
your school.  

• Assign a military 
service file to a pair of 
students. Pairs work 
well for the purpose 
of support and 
collaboration. 

• You can decide to 
give student’s choice 
of campaign, branch 
of service, ethnicity, 
or specific battles 
when assigning the 
files.  

A unit of study 
on the Second 
World War can 
help support 
students 
understanding 
of campaigns 
and battles 
relevant to their 
investigation  

All work is 
evaluated 
individually 
though students 
work in pairs on 
a soldier/s file 
for the purpose 
of collaboration.  
 
A rubric and 
success criteria 
are included to 
assess students 
at each stage of 
the inquiry. See 
file called 
Rubrics. 

Library and 
Archives 
Canada 
website  
 
Military 
Service Files 
(paper or 
digital)  
 
See Appendix 
1 for 
alternative 
resources 

Gather 
Information 
Soldier Files 

 
2 x 70 minute 

periods 

• Students use their 
military service file to 
complete a single set 
of soldier profile 
forms.  

• We ask students to 
create a soldier 
research portfolio of 
their profile form and 
to share this with 
their teacher and 
partner (if 
applicable).  

Teacher should 
instruct the 
gathering of 
trace evidence 
from the files.  

Use the co-
constructed 
success criteria  
 
Project Rubric 
 
Teacher checks 
in on the 
progress of 
soldier research 

Profile Form 
 
Soldier 
research 
portfolio 

Formulate 
Research 
Questions 

 
40 minutes 

• Students explore their 
Soldier’s Experience 
and make 
connections between 
the file and topics 
related to a soldier’s 
experience. 

• Students create 
research questions 
that go beyond the 

Use the 
Formulating 
Research 
Questions 
document  

Use the co-
constructed 
success criteria 
 
Project Rubric 

Profile Form  
 
Formulating 
Research 
Questions 
(guide and 
worksheet)  
 
Soldier 
research 
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military service file. 
Each student should 
create 4 research 
questions each.  

• Research questions 
are recorded in their 
soldier research 
portfolio and shared 
with the class 

portfolio 

Analysis & 
Reflection  

 
Outside of 
classroom 
instruction 

students make 15 
minute 

appointments/pair 

• Conduct a student-
teacher conference 
with each pair of 
students  

• Identify areas of need 
and students self-
assess learning skills  

 
 
 

 

Use student-
teacher 
conference 
document to 
prepare 
students for 
their conference  

Project Rubric 
 
Teach checks 
the progress of 
inquiry  

Checklists 
(Learning 
Skills and 
Areas of 
Need 
identified)  
 
Reflection 
Questions  
 

Go Further with 
Research  

 
2 x 70 minute 

periods 

• Students conduct 
research to respond 
to their research 
questions.  

• Research will include 
links and descriptions 
of videos, images, 
other primary sources 
etc.  

• Students add 
research (as notes). 
Each student must 
contribute and 
identify their own 
research  

A short lesson 
may be required 
to explore the 
idea of “good 
research” and 
“quality 
evidence” 

Use the co-
constructed 
success criteria 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Teacher checks 
in on the 
progress of 
research  

Students use 
a variety of 
resources for 
their 
research.  
 
 

Communicate 
Your Memorial 

• Draft a proposal for 
your memorial to be 
approved by the 
teacher  

• Create a memorial for 
your soldier 

• Class memorial 
visuals 

• Other memorial work 
chosen by you  

 Use the co-
constructed 
success criteria 

Proposal 
document  
 
Other 
materials for 
memorials  

 
 


