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PROFILE FORMS	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name: _____________________________ Soldier’s Name: ______________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Use the military service file provided to you (digitally and/or in print) to learn as much as you can 
about them. Remember, these files aren’t always perfectly complete. You can only find out what is 
included in your files so there may be gaps in your Profile Forms as you complete this step in our 
investigation. You will be evaluated using these success criteria.  
 
For additional resources see the list provided in Appendix 1: Helpful Resources. 
 
To keep track of your sources please utilize the table provided in Appendix 2: Tracking Your Sources.   
 
Success Criteria Level 1  

50-59% 
Level 2 
60-69% 

Level 3 
70-79% 

Level 4 
80-100% 

Soldier Profile Forms 
- Your soldier profile forms are rich with 

details that you have gathered by reading 
through the primary sources provided.  

- Your Profile Forms are as complete as they 
can be considering the amount of information 
provided in your soldier’s file.  

- Your analysis of your soldier’s file shows true 
archival research skills in action, and an 
ability to gather historical facts from trace 
evidence from the past.  

- Your Profile Forms show that you have 
engaged in DOING historical work with 
effort, perseverance, and determination 

    

 
Traces (information) in the files used by you to 
create an account or argument about the life of 
your soldier 

Evidence is determined by the questions that 
students ask about the past.  

Surname:  
 

 

First Names:  
 

 

Address (according to the Attestation Papers):  
Street:  
Town:  

Consider adding Google mapped images (and 
street view) to your research file. What’s there 
now? Have things changed or have they stayed the 
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Province:  
Country: 

same?  

Date of Birth:  
 
Place of Birth:  
Town:  
Province:  
Country:  
Religion:  
 
 

Why would this information be important? Would 
everyone want to record their religion honestly? 

Trade or Calling:  
 

 

Was the soldier single, married, or widowed? Why would the government and military need to 
know these details? 
 
Do you think the reason for enlistment was 
different for single men versus married men? Why 
or why not? 
 
What can you infer from the information you 
gathered about your soldier’s personality, 
interests, social status, and background?  

Next of Kin Name: 
Relationship to Next of Kin: 
 
How many dependents did he have (children or 
other dependent on soldier’s income)  

 
 
 Educational History  
Name of elementary/primary school 
 

What is the importance of knowing their 
education at the time of enlistment? 

Name of secondary school 
 
Age on finally leaving school (elementary, 
secondary, or university)  
 
Was the soldier attending school prior to 
enlistment? 
 
Highest Standing Reached ins school: 
 
If soldier attended university, please give the 
name and standing of the degree: 
 
Did soldier ever enter a trade or apprenticeship? 
 
If so, for what occupation 
 
Did soldier finished, how long did he serve at it?  
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What languages did the soldier speak fluently? 
 

Would speaking another language be an asset to 
that soldier and his regiment? 

Second Language: 
 
What languages did the soldier read well? 
 
Second reading Language: 
 
 
 
Occupational History   
Was the soldier employed prior to enlisting? 
 

What skills did this person possess to do this job? 
Why is it important to know their previously held 
jobs?  
 

Was the soldier employed regularly since leaving 
school? 
 
If so, how long? 
 
In what trade or occupation did the soldier feel 
qualified?  
 
Name of employer 
 

Can you find this company today? 
 

Address of employer 
 
Name of employer’s business  
 
Specific occupation: 
 
Number of years’ experience at that occupation:  
 
Did the employer promise to give employment 
upon discharge?  
 
Did the soldier wish to return to their employer 
upon discharge?  
 

What did the soldier think the war could do for his 
career? 
 

Does the soldier have farming experience? 
 

What are some of the transferrable skills a 
knowledge of farming would give you? 

Does the soldier wish to engage in farming after 
the war? 
 
Does the soldier feel competent to run a farm? 
 
Number of years of actual farming experience.  
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Medical History   
Do you have medical information on this soldier?  
 

Where was the limit for a medical concern to 
potentially disqualify a man from serving in the 
military? Date examined: 

Age:  
Did the soldier ever suffer from any of the 
following conditions: rheumatism, tuberculosis or 
pleurisy, bronchitis or asthma, heart disease, 
kidney or bladder disease, stomach or bowel 
trouble, rupture, varicose veins, foot trouble, nasal 
trouble, ear or eye disease, fits, nervous or mental 
disease, syphilis, gonorrhea 
Did the soldier ever wear glasses?  
 
Did the soldier ever receive pension or 
compensation?  
 
If so, give details:  
 
Identification marks or scar:  
 

Why did the medical information record any 
marks or scars the soldier had?  
 Height  

Weight 
Eye colour 
Hair colour 
Complexion 
Development  
Chest 
Vision 
Hearing 
Condition of mouth and teeth 
The abnormalities (congenital and pathological) 
found on the examination are as follows:  
 
 
 
Awards   
List the awards earned by the soldier  
 

Can you research these awards and the reasons 
why they were awarded? What do these awards 
tell you about your soldier?  
 
Who would these awards have been sent to? 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
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5. 
 
6. 
 
 
 
Locations   
Make a list below of all the important locations 
and military movements of your soldier: See 
examples below  

Consider creating an annotated map on Google 
maps to track the travel and experiences of your 
soldier.  
 
Why is location important? Use regimental diaries 
to help track the location.  

Place of birth 
Place(s) of training in Canada 
Place of Embarkation (leaving Canada)  
Place of Disembarkation (arriving in the UK) 
Place(s) of training in the UK 
Place of Death 
Place of Burial 
 
 
Regimental History  
Date of enlistment How old was your soldier when they enlisted? 

Why is it important to know their age?  
Place of enlistment:   
What Military Force was the soldier apart of?  
Regiment at the time of enlistment:  
 

Can you research this regiment and its history? 

Did the soldier belong to or have served in a 
Reserve Formation or Unit of the Canadian 
Army?  

 Why do you think your soldier enlisted?  

If yes, give regimental number and unit:  
Did soldier serve in (a) an Active Formation or 
unit of the Canadian Army?  
Did soldier serve in (b) any other Naval, Military 
or Air Force? 
Did the soldier serve in The Great War 1914-18?  
Rank (Highest achieved): 
Unit (at time of death or discharge)  
Brigade (at time of death or discharge)  
Division (at time of death or discharge)  
 
 
Burial   
Was the soldier a D-Day casualty?  What further research is needed to understand 

what was happening at the time of death?  
 

Was the soldier killed in action?  
Date of death:  
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Location of death:  How long did the soldier serve?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the Commonwealth Graves Commission to 
try and locate your soldier’s grave. 

Name on grave:  
Specifics on where soldier died: 
Cause: 
Was the soldier reburied? 
Remains buried in:  
Country:  
City/Village:  
Cemetery:  
Plot: 
Row:  
Grave:  
 
Other Information   
Is there any other information that you learned 
about your soldier that these profiles forms don’t 
capture?  

What additional sources were included to help 
you learn this additional information? 
 
Why is this information included? Is it 
significant?  
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SOLDIER EXPERIENCE	
How should we remember those who fought for Canada? 
 
By now you’ve researched traces from your soldier file and you’ve 
worked to use those traces to build historical evidence by thinking 
critically about it. So let’s consider all of the aspects of a soldier’s 
life and experience before and during World War II. These 
aspects can inspire research questions that will take you beyond the soldier’s file and enrich the 
product of your memorial.  
 
Add to the web below by considering things specific to your soldier that you’ve learned about. Each 
bubble below is general to any soldier’s experience. What can you add that will make this web specific 
to your assigned soldier? Show me! Are you stumped? Consider what they would have seen, felt, tasted, 
touched, and heard. 

	
	

Soldier	
Experience

Education

Dreams	and	
Aspirations

Relevant	
Personal	
History

Branch	of	
Service

Military	
Campaign

Second	
World	War	
Culture

Family

Home

Employment


