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FORMULATING A 
RESEARCH QUESTION	
	
You’re being asked to create 1 RESEARCH QUESTION. Add this 
questions to your Research Portfolio.(the one you started with your 
Profile Forms in them). Research questions slightly different from the investigation questions we use in class 
each day as they are less about big ideas and more about specific information that you would like to find about 
your soldier. You’re being assessed based on the success criteria below.  
 

Category and Criteria Level 1 
50-59% 

Level 2 
60-69% 

Level 3 
70-79% 

Level 4 
80-100% 

 Research Questions 
- You have created a good research question that impresses me 

with your insight into your soldier’s experience 
- Your question is creative and unexpected in their pursuit of 

researched knowledge about your soldier’s experience 
- The question you created allows you to take your inquiry to the 

next level through added depth and interest.  
- Your research question cannot be answered by your profile 

form, or (in most cases) for your specific soldier but establishes 
a connection to his historical experience. 

    

	
Here are some tips to help you generate better research questions.  

1. Start with the basics. “Who, What, When, Where, Why and How” are very useful tools. 
2. You may also consider using words like “Could, Should, or Would” in your question.  
3. Make sure your question is specific, focused, and clear 
4. Your question should address something that you need to know about your topic for this assignment.  
5. Can the question be researched, and will you be able to use available resources to find the answers? 
6. Consider improving your questions by focusing it on your specific topic (soldier) and not just any 

soldier. 
7. Ask questions that you actually understand.  
8. Create questions that engage specific research tools that you may be aware of. For example; consider 

using Google Maps to explore the Soldier’s home town or track his travels in the war, or look to local 
institutions (like museums or a Town Hall) for information.  

9. Look through your Soldier’s File or Profile Forms to find elements that are missing or that interest you. 
Research questions that engage YOUR interests as a researcher will ultimately be more effective 
because you’ll want to learn the answers. Find out what you WANT to know.  
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Now, consider the following example.  
 
The teacher asked a student, let’s call him “Ian,” to create some research questions for a given investigation 
question. Evaluate Ian’s sample research questions below. What level would you assign to each question and 
what feedback would you give him in order to help him improve?  
 

Should the Allies have dropped the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and                               
Nagasaki, Japan to end World War II in the Pacific? 

Research Question Level Feedback 

1. Where were the Atomic Bombs 
dropped? 

  

2. What were the consequences of 
dropping the bomb on Japan?  

  

3. What did American and Japanese 
citizens say about the bombings? 

  

4. How were the bombs made? 
  

5. How powerful were the atomic bombs?  
  

6. What was Canada’s role in the 
bombing? What was Canada’s reaction? 

  

7. Are the bombings remembered today?  
  

8. Why did they drop the bombs? 
  

9. What did the bombs look like?  
  

10. How did the people who dropped the 
bombs feel about their role in the war? 
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CONDUCTING THE 
RESEARCH	
	
Now, your Profile Portfolio will be transformed into a research 
document. Use a variety of resources to find the answers to your 
research questions. Each student is responsible for their own research questions, even if the document is 
shared.  
 
Your research will be assessed according to the Success Criteria outlined below;  
	

	
	
So, to clarify, your research will include: 

- Jot notes (in your words) of factual content to answer the question 
- Supporting web-links to videos, websites, web searches, or other important sources 
- Images related to your soldier’s experience and to the research questions you asked.  

	

Success Criteria Level 1 
50-59% 

Level 2 
60-69% 

Level 3 
70-79% 

Level 4 
80-100% 

Research Document 
- You have demonstrated thorough knowledge of your soldier’s 

experience through the research notes that you gathered. 
- Your point form research notes are rich with detail and are 

relevant to the research questions you established with your 
partner 

- Your research includes a variety of historical evidence. Pictures, 
Quotes, Primary Sources, Video links with descriptions, and 
evidence in jot note form are evident. The variety makes your 
research more interesting and supports your understanding of 
your soldier’s experience during the war.  

    


